
The following resolution was approved by the delegates at a plenary of the Thirty-Second 

General Synod. 

 

REAFFIRMING THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST’S COMMITMENT TO 1 

INTERRELIGIOUS RELATIONS, AND DEPLORING RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY 2 

 3 

A Resolution of Witness 4 
 5 

WHEREAS, the world is pluralistic, including and perhaps especially, with regard to religious 6 

diversity; and 7 

 8 

Whereas the United Church of Christ is a Christian community open to God’s new things (Isaiah 9 

43:19); and  10 

 11 
Whereas, the opportunities for engagement with people of many faiths are bountiful and 12 

represent possibilities for genuine encounter with people who are created in God’s image and 13 

who share a spiritual and ritual quest as people of faith, seeking the divine; and 14 

 15 

Whereas, the world and the United States specifically witnessed an increased frequency of 16 

rhetorical and physical violence toward and between people of different faith communities in the 17 

past several months; and 18 

 19 

Whereas, the United Church of Christ identifies as a Just Peace Church (General Synod 15; 20 

1985; reaffirmed at GS 30; 2015); and 21 

 22 

Whereas, General Synods of the United Church of Christ have been attentive to matters of 23 

interreligious relations in the past, notably in the resolution, “Relationship between the UCC and 24 

the Jewish Community” (GS 16; 1987), and the resolution, “The relationship between the United 25 

Church of Christ and the Muslim community” (GS 17; 1989); and 26 

 27 

Whereas, General Synods of United Church of Christ have “condemn[ed] anti-Semitism in all its 28 

forms” (GS 14; 1983); “confess[ed] the sin of anti-Semitism and renounce[d] it” (GS 23; 2001); 29 

and “express[ed] clear support for neighbors in the Muslim community…who feel the impact of 30 

anti-Islamic rhetoric and actions” (GS 28; 2011); and 31 

 32 

Whereas, the Officers of the United Church of Christ have consistently offered a public witness 33 

denouncing incidents of violence targeting communities identified by their faiths, including a 34 

“Statement on the Vilification of Muslims” (Dec. 9, 2015) and “An open letter to our Jewish 35 

colleagues and friends” (Jan. 20, 2017); and 36 

 37 

Whereas, the Twenty Second General Synod of the UCC commended for study and response the 38 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA document “Interfaith Relations and the 39 

Churches” (GS 22; 1999), and the Twenty Fifth General Synod adopted “A Study Resource on 40 

Interreligious Relations for the United Church of Christ” (GS 25; 2005); and 41 

 42 



Whereas, a special committee of the UCC’s Council for Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations 43 

has recently completed a statement entitled, “A Just World for All: Engaging with All God’s 44 

Creation” and calling the UCC to live inter-religiously,” which asserts that “God shows no 45 

partiality,” and is motivated by the UCC’s Core Values of Extravagant Welcome, Continuing 46 

Testament, and Changing Lives, and challenges us to expand our understanding of Jesus’ prayer, 47 

“That they may all be one,” 48 

 49 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Thirty Second General Synod of the United 50 

Church of Christ: 51 

 52 

Receives, the interfaith statement “A Just World for All: Engaging with All God’s Creation” for 53 

use in UCC engagement with world religions and spiritualities; 54 

 55 

Renews its conviction that God has called us to affirm new ways in which Christ is reconciling 56 

the world;  57 

 58 

Reaffirms, with love and certainty, our commitment to interreligious relations with any and all 59 

communities of faith; 60 

 61 

Calls upon National leadership, Conferences, Associations, local churches, and members to 62 

continue to study about and engage in interreligious dialogue and relationships, institutionally 63 

and personally, drawing on the experience of our ecumenical and global partners; 64 

 65 

Deplores and denounces any and all acts of violence and hatred, be they in thought, word, or 66 

deed, directed at individuals and communities, particularly when based on religious identity; and 67 

to offer a public witness of support and solidarity when such acts are perpetrated; and 68 

 69 

Commends settings and members of the United Church of Christ to read, study, and act upon the 70 

document, “A Just World for All: Engaging with All God’s Creation” and calling the UCC to 71 

live inter-religiously. 72 

 73 

FUNDING: 74 
 75 

The funding for the implementation of this resolution will be made in accordance with the 76 

overall mandates of the affected agencies and the funds available. 77 

 78 

IMPLEMENTATION: 79 
 80 

The Officers of the Church, in consultation with appropriate ministries or other entities within 81 

the United Church of Christ, will determine the implementing body. 82 


